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October 2017  

I f festive adornments 
interest you, then be 
sure to make your 
reservation for the 
October 25 luncheon 
meeting. Kelley 
Henryðco-owner of 
Joyce Merck Floristð
along with one of her 
designers will be 
sharing their talents, 
new trends and great 
ideas they collected 
when they attended the 
recent Atlanta Gift, Home Furnishings and Holiday Market Show. 
Joyce Merck Florist is Gainesvilleôs Hidden Gem, beautiful plants, 
floral, gift ideas and accessories for your special needs. This is one 
program not to be missed! 
 

Looking AheadðNovember 15 
 
After a two year absence GTA (Gainesville Theatre Alliance) returns 
to GNC.  Members of the cast from the new Gershwin musical 
comedy Crazy for You playing will join Artistic and Managing 
Director Jim Hammond at Brenauôs Hosch Theatre.  Donôt miss this 
TONY Award winner for Best Musical. 
 

Continued on next page     . 
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December Program Clarification 
 
Scheduled for December 13, will be an exceptional Holiday Traditions Brunch followed by a 
Tour of Homes. The following details provide clarification for this particular eventôs program:  
 
¶ The Holiday Traditions Brunch will be held at The Chattahoochee Country Club and as 
always, members must register and pay their $20 for the meal. 

 
 
 
¶ Members may attend the Holiday Traditions Brunch without going on the Tour of Homes; 
however, there will be no other program.   

¶ Tickets for the Tour of Homes are $5 for each participating member and will be on sale at 
both the October and November luncheon meetings or until sold out.  

¶ Transportation for this very special Tour of Homes activity will be provided via a GNC-
staged carpool! (Volunteer drivers needed ï see below).  

¶ If youôd like, you may organize your own carpool with friends, but your driver must sign-up 
as a volunteer driver at the October luncheon meeting and have names of the members 
riding in their car, along with their $5 ticket money, when they register to volunteer as a 
carpool driver. 

¶ Aside from carpool drivers, volunteers will also be needed to help facilitate the event. For 
those who may be interested, a sign-up sheet will be available in October. 

 
 

Carpool Drivers Needed!  
 

To coordinate the Tour of Homes event for December 13, the Program Committee is seeking 
53 volunteers to participate as volunteer drivers! Tickets for passenger participants are $5. 
However, all drivers will receive a complimentary ticket as our way of saying thank you for 
lending your wheels!  

   October Luncheon Menu  
 

Traditional Caesar Salad 
Chicken Piccata with Lemon Caper Beurre Blanc  

Pork Medallions with Apple Chutney 
Fresh Vegetable Medley Rosemary 

Roasted New Potatoes 
Carrot Cake 

Old Fashioned Chocolate Cake 



3 

 

 

www.gainesvillenewcomersclub.com 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Newsletter  

 

Editor 
Charlene DeWitt 

 

Feature Editors 
Annette Hinton  
Patricia Louko 

 
Copy Editors 

Cheryl Jenkins ð Community 
Kristin Kern ðPrograms & Luncheons 

Audrey Marianes ð Interest Groups 
 
 

Layout Editor 
Judy True 

 
 

Proofreaders 
Gay Lull 

Janet Ordway 
Patsy Amidei 

 
Webmaster 
Sara Oakley 

 

Photographers 
Donna Davis 
Judy True 

 
 

COMMENTS, 

IDEAS, 

SUGGESTIONS  

Just click on the email link below, list 
one or more of above in the subject 
line, add your message and click 
óSendô.  Itôs as simple as that! 

All will be received by the President 
for response. Only signed 

submissions will be addressed. 
gncnews@gainesvillenewcomersclub

.com  

Thank you in advance for your input! 

Editor and Members Posts  

 

W e are fortunate to have so many choices in our lives.  For me, that 
sometimes causes a dilemma.  At the last GNC luncheon, we were 
presented with many opportunities to pursue interests that the Club 
offers.  What a range of talents we have within our group of ladies!  
Maybe I have a latent longing to draw, or perhaps I could learn a new 
game, hand and foot canasta? But thereôs that interior struggle, knowing 
itôs impossible to do it all.   
 
With over thirty interest groups represented, I hope each of us will find 
recreation and fellowship among the group(s) we select.  Setting 
priorities can be hard; setting limits on our available time sometimes 
even more difficult. Although I canôt belong to all the interest groups that 
appeal to me, I am grateful for the many opportunities that The 
Newcomers offers to learn new things and cultivate friendships in many 
ways.   
 
Itôs not too late!  Most interest groups have open membership, so if you 
missed signing up, you still can do so by contacting the group leader. 
We would love to hear about your experiences with your groups this 
year.  If you have an especially memorable outing, or an unexpected 
adventure, or learn a new skillé let us know. Send your stories or 
pictures to gncnewsletterteam@gmail.com. 
 

Charlene DeWitt 

Editor 

www.GainesvilleNewcomersClub.org  
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Board of the  

Gainesville  

Newcomers 

Club  

 

 

Board Officers 
 

Gay Lull,  
President 

 
Janet Ordway,   
Vice President 

 
Debbie Ellis,  
Treasurer 

 
Barbara Alexander,  
Recording Secretary 

 
Barbara Batog,  
Parliamentarian 

 

Board Directors 
 

Director of  
General Meetings 

Amy Schick 
 

Director of  
Member Activities 

Patsy Amidei 
 

Director of  
Member Information 

Vicky Giesegh 
 

Director of  
Member Services 

Sue Joninas 

OUR MISSION STATEMENT 
The  purpose of  this club is to welcome newcomers and to be of service to the Community. 

E very day I struggle to find balance in my life. Competing 
forces of leisure and work tug at my head and my heart. A desire 
to write a story versus a need to do laundry; plan a trip to an exotic 
location or go to the grocery store; Facetime with my grandson or 
empty the dishwasher. The list goes on and on.  
 
Our club mirrors this need for balance that many of us experience. 
Are we too large or just about right? Do we spend too much time 
and energy on community service and neglect social activities? 
Should programs be entertaining or informative? Are the interest 
groups still interesting?  
 
What about members who are really newcomers to our area? Are 
we helping them find their place? Or, have we been here so long 
that we no longer remember what it is like to be a stranger in a 
room of friends? 
 
Our club is trying to find the balance on many issues. Your ideas 
help clarify where we need to go, and your patience will help get 
us there.  
 

Gay Lull 
President 

www.GainesvilleNewcomersClub.org  
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I n 2016 Ohio native Kristin and her husband Kevin moved to Gainesville after 
a three-year stretch in Florida.  Kristin jokingly states that they are ñofficial 
halfbacks nowò. When asked why they chose Gainesville she will say, ñin all 
seriousness, it was a definitely a God thing!ò   
 
Kristin met GNC member Sharon Fox at the first annual Spring Woodland 
Ramble Arts & Crafts Market at the Atlanta Botanical Gardens in Gainesville.  
They became friends, and Sharon invited her to a GNC luncheon. She has 
since had the opportunity to meet a number of people in the club with whom she 
shares common interests and is looking forward to participating in some of the 
clubôs interest groups.  
 
Kristin says that business is a major focus in her life.  After 19 years of 
executive marketing experience with The Scotts Miracle-Gro Company she 
established her own full-service marketing group --Kernacopia-- in 2003.  She 
describes Kernacopia as far from usual, and she would not have it any other 
way.  Her company is a mix of energetic talents, unyielding principles, 
persistence and vision, and she and her team work together to combine their 
dynamic styles to produce award-winning results for her clients.  She is using 
some of her many talents to provide some real expertise to our newsletter 
committee.  We are fortunate to have her on our GNC team. 
 
 Kristin is a very happily married mother of three and stepmother to two (all 
grown). She is a proud grandmother of six and a devoted ñdog-motherò of three! 
She recently took on the role of caregiver to her mother Dee who moved in with 
them last April. Her life passions, outside of her business, include crocheting, 
sewing, gardening, cooking and riding on the back of a Harley motorcycle with 
husband Kevin. 

www.GainesvilleNewcomersClub.org  
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A  great reason to move to Hall County 
is beautiful Lake Lanier and all of the 
recreational opportunities it offers.  An 
even better year-round reason is the abundance of 
exceptional theater and performing arts venues within an 
hour of downtown Gainesville, not to mention galleries, 
recital halls, visual arts galleries and a great lifetime study 
center (BULLI: www.brenau.edu/lifetimestudy). 
 
Most Gainesville Newcomers are familiar with the 
Gainesville Theatre Alliance (GTA) as Director Jim 
Hammond brings part of his troop to provide us with a 
wonderful sample of a theater program almost every year.  
For new GNC members, GTA is a nationally acclaimed 
collaboration between the University of North Georgia 
(UNG) and Brenau University.  Actors include students and 
professionals, and the productions are outstanding. The 
venues for performances include the Hosch Theatre and 
Pearce Auditorium on the Brenau campus and the Ed 
Cabell Theatre on the UNG campus. For information call 
678-717-3624 or visit www.gainesvilletheatrealliance.org.  
  
Additional 
Brenau venues 
include:  Banks 
Recital Hall and 
the new Theatre 
on the Square in 
the Brenau 
Downtown 
Center.  These 
and other 
venues offer 
indoor and open-air concerts, childrenôs theater, dance, 
ballet, chamber ensembles and choral performances and 
dramatic, comedic and musical theater.  All of these events 
are open to the public, and some are even free of charge.              
 
 For information visit www.brenau.edu and click on calendar 
in the topic bar. 
 
Downtown Gainesville also offers The Arts Council, at the 
Smithgall Arts Center.  The mission of the Arts Council is to 
enhance, educate and expand public interest in the arts.  

This year-round venue features both open air and indoor 
areas to enjoy concerts, Signature Series and Intimate Jazz 
performances, as well as hosting numerous community 
fundraising events.  It is also available to rent for special 
events and weddings.  Check out www.theartscouncil.net for 
more information. 

 
Want to be an actor? Less than 30 minutes away in the 
beautiful northeast Georgia mountain town of Dahlonega is 
the historic Holly Theater.  The theater was constructed in 
1948 as a movie theater and is currently operated as a non-
profit community theater featuring a main stage and an 
intimate dinner theater.  The Holly Theater auditions for 
actors from the community, and at least one of our GNC 
memberôs family has starred in several performances.  Call 
706-846-3759, or visit www.hollytheater.com for information 
and a schedule of events. 
 

Continued on next page 
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The Cumming Playhouse Theater is situated in a historic 
schoolhouse in Cumming, GA.  The venue is worth visiting for the 
wonderfully preserved school classrooms and historic museum.  
The theater is located in the old gymnasium.  Go before the show 
and have dinner downstairs at Tamôs Backstage, one of Cummingôs 
best restaurants, or visit the coffee and pastry lounge across from 
the theater upstairs.  Call 770-781-9178 or visit 
www.playhousecumming.com.  
 
Trip Advisor with 166 reviews gives the Aurora Theater in 
Lawrenceville 5 stars and calls it the number one thing to see in the 
city.  This award-winning professional theater has a full calendar of 
shows that never seems to disappoint.  Contact 678-226-6222 or 
visit www.auroratheater.com for information and show 
schedules. 
 
GNC offers a ñTheatre and Movieò Interest Group.  This group 
enjoys live theater and movies and often begins or ends with 
dinner.  For more information contact Jan Lanman or visit the 
GNC website for interest group information in case you missed 
the sign-up in September. 
 
We could go on and on extolling the virtues of our area 

performing arts:  the beautiful historic Fox and Alliance Theatres 

in Atlanta, the Atlanta Symphony Orchestra, the Shakespeare 

Tavern and the Cobb Energy Center Performing Arts Center are 

only a few places to see world class performances.  A few 

moments online will open the door to wonderful opportunities to enjoy music, theater, ballet, orchestral 

presentations, movie screenings and more all within 50 miles of Gainesville and some as near as our 

own downtown.  What a great reason to live in Hall County, and we can still enjoy the lake! 

The Swanson Center for the 
Performing Arts & Communications 
and The Black Box small theater 
are also nestled in the foothills of 
the Northeast Georgia Blue Ridge 
Mountains.  Located on the 
Piedmont College campus in 
Demorest, GA, these venues 
provide opportunities for students to 
develop performance, technical and 
analytical skills.  The department 
provides a variety of theatrical 
productions each semester.  For 
additional information call 706-778-
8500m ext. 1068, or visit 
www.piedmont.edu/theater-
schedule. 

Cumming 
Playhouse 
Theater 
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